
Minutes for the 10/10/07 Meeting of Beat the Heat, 6 PM, Village Pizza.  Present were Evelyn Adams, 
Margie Aipopo, Bud Anderson, Casey Bazewick, Betty Carteret, Bob and Naomi Cummings, Ann 
Dursch, Holly Freishtat, Kevin Green, Kristi Hein, Bob Helton, Joanna Idczak, Warren Keuffel, Mira Lutz, 
Lane Parks, Howard Pellet, Patti Santegelo, Wren Schultz, Eric Shen, Becky Stinson, and Jim and 
Marcia Taylor.  (Welcome to new member Holly who is interested in sustainable food issues and will be 
working with the education committee) 
 
International News: 
 
Arctic Melt Unnerves the Experts. The pace of arctic ice melt has far exceeded what had been 
estimated by almost all simulations used to envision how the Arctic will respond to rising concentrations 
of greenhouse gases.  Summer sea ice shrank by more than 20 percent below the previous record low. 
 
One-day Climate Change Summit at UN in Sept with more than 150 nations.  President Bush 
skipped the proceedings and focused instead on his own gathering of leaders (17 nations) in 
Washington.  Bush’s goal: to persuade nations that produce 90% of the world's emissions to agree to 
allow each, including the US, to set its own policies rather than having limits imposed by international 
treaty. Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice represented the US at the UN meeting.  She acknowledged 
climate change is a problem, and that the US was a major contributor, but repeated President Bush's 
insistence that the solution cannot starve emerging economies of fuel or slow the growth of advanced 
nations.  

Passed on from Bob H: A renewable energy source designed to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions is contributing more to global warming than fossil fuels, a study published in the 
journal Atmospheric Chemistry and Physics suggests. Measurements of emissions from the burning 
of biofuels derived from rapeseed (which accounts for 80 per cent of biofuel production in Europe) 
and corn (prime crop for biofuel in the US) have been found to produce more greenhouse gas 
emissions than they save.  The concerns were raised over the levels of emissions of nitrous oxide, 
which is 296 times more powerful as a greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide. The findings illustrated 
the importance, researchers said, of ensuring that measures designed to reduce emissions are 
assessed thoroughly before being hailed as a solution.  

National 
 
Severe Drought across Southeast.   Alabama, Tenn, NC and Florida, have had less rain than at any 
time since records began in 1894.  Large areas of Alabama, Georgia, Tenn and the Carolinas are rated 
D4, the National Drought Mitigation Center’s highest level of drought intensity. 
 
U.S. Rep. John Dingell is soliciting input on a plan to set a $50-per-ton tax on carbon emissions and 
a 50-cent-per-gallon gasoline tax. Support the Dingell Carbon Tax Bill on two online forms: Dingell's site 
and the Friends of the Earth Support Carbon Tax site. For more on this important proposal, go to the 
Carbon Tax Center,  www.carbontax.org/blogarchives/2007/09/26/dingell-opens-the-door-with-a-
hybrid-carbon-tax/ 
 
Delegation of Democrats to Travel to Bali. A team of leading US Democrats is planning to send a 
delegation to the UN climate conference in December to rival President Bush's official team. They are so 
frustrated by Bush's refusal to support US emissions cuts that they will travel to Bali to set out their 
alternative vision.  The Democrats’ visit is welcome news to EU politicians, who have pledged to cut 
Europe's emissions by an ambitious 30% by 2020 from 1990 levels if other big nations make similar 
efforts.  



74% of Americans are willing to pay more in taxes and other expenses to support local 
government-led initiatives designed to reduce global warming, according to a first-of-its kind survey 
conducted by GfK Public Affairs and the Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies 

Patti brought up the Oct issue of the League of Women Voters and its focus on global warming. 

State level 

Citing the growing importance of clean energy, Gov. Christine Gregoire overruled local 
opposition to a wind-power project near Ellensburg.  The case was closely watched as a sign of 
whether wind projects near populated areas would be allowed in Washington, and whether the state 
would flex its muscles to force a project past local objections. This is the first time a governor has 
overturned a local decision about a power plant. 

Big article front page of Sunday Seattle Times on the drive to develop wave power  Experimental 
devices will be tested off the coasts of Wash and Or that would harness the power of waves.  Wave-
energy technology is still at a very early stage.  Most of the wave energy test sites are located off the 
Oregon coast except for one at the entrance to the Strait of Juan de Fuca.  (Most of the tidal energy 
test sites are in Washington) 

Holly noted that Gov Gregoire has appointed a rep on food issues to her Climate Action Team.  Patti 
mentioned Proposition 1, the transportation initiative, which the Sierra Club is against due to its call for 
more roads. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Student Grants:  Mira has been working with Vic Garcia at the High School to finalize grant details.  
An application has been created and she passed around a poster advertising the grants – she will 
change the phrase “win money” to “receive money” to implement the winning project.  She and Victor 
decided that 2 $500 grants would be most attractive to the students, and that grants should be limited 
to high school students (including 2 home-school groups).  Betty and Eric brought up the need to define 
the criteria under which the project applications will be judged and Evelyn asked who will be doing the 
judging.  Marcia and Eric volunteered to act as a judging committee and help Mira come up with 
criteria.  As our treasurer, Ron Larson, was out of town, Evelyn didn’t have a definite figure on our grant 
fund but believed we are right around the $900 mark.  The can was passed - $118 was collected to 
make our grant goal!  Thank you!! 

Website:  Warren has been hard at work creating and fine-tuning our website: 
www.skagitbeattheheat.org.  The calendar is up and running, we have a new main page, carbon 
calculator links, and the Forum has been somewhat revised to include a “Town Square” for community 
input.  Those who will moderate the Forum met with Warren after the meeting to receive training. 

Energy Forum:  The steering committee met with Kay Haaland, WSU faculty member, to discuss details 
of hosting an Energy Forum here in town.  We set a tentative date for January.  We decided that this 
effort would need at least one other sponsor to draw in a wider audience.  Beat the Hea’s focus is on 
global warming but the Energy Forum is a broader discussion, looking at global warming as only one 
aspect to consider.  Evelyn contacted the AAUW and they are considering joining up with us.  If anyone 
knows of any other groups that might be interested, i.e. service clubs, Dems/Repubs, churches, etc 
please let Evelyn know – the more sponsors the better! (Sponsors need do nothing but have their names 
attached to the event and promote it to their members) 



SCOG Presentation:  Kevin reported on his presentation before the Skagit Council of Govts (SCOG) 
on Sept. 19 to urge SCOG to hire a Resource Conservation Mgr for the county, the highest-priority 
recommendation in Anacortes’ ICLEI assessment.  Holly Green, Diane Canington and Evelyn of the 
political action committee accompanied him.  The presentation was well-received and a write-up made 
the 9/20 SV Herald.  Anacortes is already in with $10,000 pledged and the Swinomish have pledged 
$5000.  Burlington has submitted an application to PSE for review and we are waiting for others to 
follow up soon. 

NEW BUSINESS 

City of Anacortes:  Evelyn reported that as a museum employee, she gets to attend a monthly City 
Dept Head meeting, and the latest was surprisingly green-themed …The Mayor reported that next year 
there may be legislation to mandate municipalities to complete a profile of their carbon footprint as well 
as set goals to try and reduce it.  He feels Anacortes is well ahead of the program with actions such as  
using bio-diesel at the wastewater treatment plant . 

The head of the building dept asked what is the city’s interest in promoting green building initiatives and 
the finance director provided information on a Green Power proposal from PSE.  Evelyn mentioned that 
she followed up with the Mayor after the meeting to ask if it would be appropriate for her to e-mail city 
employees some carbon-saving tips for the office.  She emphasized that opportunities continually arise 
for us to have an impact – we don’t have to wait for a committee meeting to act. 

Step It Up Event:  Evelyn brought up the second nationwide Step It Up event, scheduled for Nov. 3.  
(The first event, which we took part in with our TT Trail march, was on April 14).  This second event 
focuses on asking our leaders to “step it up” : events are designed to occur at places that 
commemorate national leaders (or at least have a name connection to an historic leader).  Evelyn could 
offer only Washington Park; Patti mentioned the reservation as a possible place.  After some 
discussion, it was decided that time was short and we have a lot on our plate right now.  The general 
feeling was to forego this event unless someone felt passionate enough to take it on… 

COMING UP  (Remember, a good way to keep up with what’s going on is to check our web calendar at 
www.skagitbeattheheat.org)  

Dr. Philip Mote comes to the Lincoln Oct. 17 to discuss the impact of climate change on the Pacific 
Northwest. Dr. Mote is a research scientist at the UW and has been our state's climatologist since 
2003. He was a lead author on the 2007 IPCC report. $10 general admission, $7 students with ID.  
Lincoln Theater, 7:00 PM.  Don’t forget to carpool! 

There is also a Green Building Conference and Trade Show on  Oct. 17:  Free sessions on worm 
composting, quick energy fixes, solar energy, energy audits, rain gardens and more. Bellingham Cruise 
Terminal, 335 Harris Ave 4:00pm-8:00pm 

Kevin mentioned a SEI (Solar Energy Intl) potluck at the Guemes Community Center, Friday, Oct 12, 7 
PM.  Good people, good food, lots of good info.  Everybody welcome!  Potluck will also celebrate the 
installation of solar panels on the Guemes fire hall. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Education:  Betty reported on her global warming class, which started Oct 9 with 22 people.  First 
session was very well-received (as 5 of her Beat the Heat students could attest!).  Major kudos to Betty 
for all the intense preparation that’s gone into this effort.  She also discussed the current lecture series: 



we had a decent turnout (35) for the first talk by Bob Aegerter: next one will be OCT. 23, 7 PM, Library.  
Dr. Paul Johnson, who teaches a global warming class at the UW, will talk on “Climate Change in the 
Pacific NW – Impacts, Choices and Change.”  Betty also mentioned her work with Laura Curley of the 
NW Clean Air Agency, Beach Watchers and Padilla Bay to establish a volunteer training program for 
“climate stewards.” 

Kristi reported that about a dozen people attended the last film showing: ABC News Nightline – Global 
Warming and the Extinction of Species and CBS News Highlights: Global Warming.  Next up:  Who 
Killed the Electric Car? on Oct 25, 1 PM, Fidalgo Center.  The movie series goes on hiatus Nov and 
Dec and will resume in January. 

Energy:  Nothing to report tonight – still looking for a good time for the group to get together and a 
project to energize the committee. 

Transportation:  Paul & Laurie were out of town, Kathleen had a conflict, Betty was out of the country 
and Vince had to photograph a fire-safety training session so no report from this committee!  Evelyn did 
share an e-mail from Paul re/ his follow-up with the city on putting bike lanes on M Ave and also 32nd 
St.  She also mentioned that No-Idle signs were now up at all the schools and shared an item about a 
no-idle campaign that one fellow instigated in Massachusetts – the legislature there is now considering 
a state law banning cars from idling on school grounds. 

Political Action:  Evelyn mentioned that this group will focus next on organizing a petition drive to ask 
city/county officials to adopt a resolution to proactively address the issues of climate change and peak 
oil. 

There being on further business, the meeting was adjourned to committee work and a website training 
session.  NEXT MEETING: NOVEMBER 14, 6 PM, Village Pizza. 

Respectfully submitted by Evelyn Adams 

 

 

 

 

 


