
Minutes for the 9/12/07 meeting of Beat the Heat, 6 PM, Village Pizza.  Present were 
Evelyn Adams, Casey Bazewick, Constance Clemons, Ann Dursch, Holly and Kevin 
Green, Kristi Hein, Bob Helton, Kathleen Root, Patti Santangelo, Wren Schultz, Paul 
Sherman.  (Credit for coming but not finding us because V Pizza scheduled another 
group in our spot.!  Susan Ferrel, Warren Keuffel, Lane Parks, Linda Sanford) 
  
ON THE INTERNATIONAL FRONTÉ  
 
Hurricane Dean was ranked among the top 10 most intense Atlantic hurricanes.  Six of 
the strongest (Wilma, Rita, Katrina, Mitch, Dean, and Ivan) have been in the past ten 
years. According to these data we are getting more super-strong storms in the Atlantic 
basin than ever before. Even though Dean was not 'caused' by global warming, when 
considered in its Atlantic context the storm is certainly consistent with the argument that 
there's something going on out there that's new.  Paul Sherman added that the 
deforestation of the Brazil rainforest has contributed to the strength of the storms. 

The Arctic ice cap collapsed at an unprecedented rate this summer and levels of sea 
ice in the region now stand at a record low. Experts said on 9/4 that they were 'stunned' 
by the loss of ice, with an area almost twice as big as Britain disappearing in one week 
alone. If the increased rate of melting continues, the summertime Arctic could be totally 
free of ice by 2030. 

Shrinking polar ice caps will cause at least two-thirds of the world's polar bears to 
disappear by 2050, scientists said 9/7 in a report released by the US Geological Survey. 
The finding is part of a yearlong review of the effects of climate and ice changes on 
polar bears to help determine whether they should be protected under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

Greenland Gathering   Religious leaders from around the world prayed for the future of 
the planet in Greenland. Standing on a ship before the fast-melting Ilulissat glacier, 
Sunni, Shiite, Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Christian, and Shinto leaders committed 
themselves last Friday to leave the planet "in all its wisdom and beauty to the 
generations to come." The Ilulissat glacier in west-central Greenland, 155 miles above 
the Arctic Circle, is massive and a World Heritage Site.  It’s receded much faster than 
expected. Global sea-level rise estimates in the latest IPCC report were based on data 
from 2005 and predicted a rise of eight to 24 inches over the century, says Robert 
Corell, who has studied Greenland's glaciers for decades and heads the Arctic Climate 
Impact Assessment.  But more recent data has made it clear that Greenland's massive 
ice cap is collapsing much faster, and that sea levels will rise roughly 3’ as a result. "The 
rate of melting is just phenomenal," he says. 

Pope Urges People to Take Climate Change Seriously. Pope Benedict early this 
month said issues such as climate change had become gravely important for the entire 
human race. The Pope told up to half a million people that world leaders must make 
courageous decisions to save the planet “before it is too late.” 

UN meeting in Vienna August 27-31.  Delegates from 158 countries met to discuss 
ways to widen and extend the Kyoto protocol. The Vienna talks are seen as a key step 
towards preparing for the UN climate summit in Bali in December. Negotiators reached 
basic agreement on rough targets aimed at getting some of the world's biggest polluters 



to reduce emissions of the greenhouse gases – this agreement would serve as a loose 
guide for the Bali summit. The agreement did not include the U.S., which has not ratified 
the Kyoto Protocol.  

APEC Conference: 21 Asia-Pacific economies met for an annual summit in Sydney. At 
the top of the agenda was global warming.  'The world needs to slow, stop and then 
reverse the growth of global greenhouse gas emissions,' the leaders said in a joint 
statement on the climate. But the agreement is vague, adopting nonbinding targets for 
slowing CO2 increases. Leaders agreed to curb global warming by improving energy 
use and expanding forests, laying out a modest plan they hope will influence future 
climate change talks in Washington, New York and Indonesia for a new post-Kyoto 
blueprint. And unlike the Kyoto agreement, which largely exempted developing 
countries from targets, China has signed on to APEC's goals.   There was also a 20-
nation meeting in Berlin about climate change and a plan for a new international climate 
treaty. 

NATIONAL UPDATESÉ  
  
The Bush administration violated a congressional deadline for presenting the latest 
scientific research about global warming and must submit its report by next spring, a 
federal judge ruled. A 1990 federal law requires the government to produce a scientific 
report every four years on climate change and its effects. The Clinton administration 
issued the first report in October 2000, warning of severe effects on different regions. 
The Bush administration has not issued a report and, according to environmental 
groups that filed the lawsuit last November, tried to bury the Clinton report. 
  
NOAA scientists reported that greenhouse gases, and not El Nino or other natural 
phenomena, pushed U.S. temps in 2006 close to a record high. The annual average 
U.S. temperature in 2006 was 2.1 degrees F (1.16C) above the 20th century average 
and the ninth consecutive year of above-normal U.S. temperatures, according to NOAA 
researchers. 

Rush for new coal plants stalled by growing opposition.  Growing alarm about 
greenhouse gas emissions has slowed the efforts of electric companies to build coal-
fired power plants from Montana to Florida. Recently, Senate Majority Leader Harry M. 
Reid sent a letter to the chief executives of four power companies in which he vowed to 
'use every means at my disposal' to stop their plans to build three coal-fired plants in 
Nevada.  In June, all four members of Florida's Public Service Commission rejected a 
proposal for a coal plant in their state.  

Legislative:  As we’ve mentioned before, the Senate and House have passed separate 
bills to address climate change – each has different strengths.  For instance, the Senate 
energy bill calls for a 40% increase in fuel efficiency standard for cars and light trucks – 
the House bill doesn’t address fuel economy but would require electric utilities to 
dramatically increase their use of renewable energy sources.  The 2 bills should be 
reconciled in committee this fall and it’s hoped that the best provisions in each will be 
retained.   
Rep John Dingell, chair of the Energy and Commerce Committee, promises to introduce 
a bill in coming weeks that would create a carbon tax. A tax on carbon emissions is the 
climate solution economists and environmentalists favor as the most powerful way to 



discourage pollution, and has been recommended by everyone from Al Gore to Alan 
Greenspan -- everyone, it seems, except a single elected official of any significance. 
Until John Dingell’s turnaround.  (During Dingell's long tenure in the House, he has been 
the mouthpiece of the automobile industry and a global warming skeptic.) 
Patti brought up the breaking and very welcome news of a federal ruling rejecting the 
auto industry's attempt to block California and 14 other states from setting tough new 
fuel economy standards. 
  
And in a final note, showing that no path is too obscure or bizarre to follow when it 
comes to tackling climate change, scientists are focusing on the bovine diet.  Since 
the average cow gives off between 30-130 gals of methane a day (with 1.3 billion cows 
worldwide, bad bovine breath accounts annually for 80 million tons of methane – a heat-
trapping gas 20x more effective than CO2), scientists at the U of Wales have suggested 
adding garlic to feed and project that would reduce the methane by as much as 50%. 
  
OLD BUSINESSÉ  
  
Betty Carteret asked Evelyn to update the group on the efforts by Chrys Bertolotto (local 
Beach Watcher Coordinator) and Kristin Cooley (Island County Beach Watcher 
Coordinator) to develop a proposal for Laura Curley (NW Clean Air Agency) re/ a 
volunteer training program focused on climate change.  One focus of the program 
would be to provide volunteers to work with local community governments on 
implementing ICLEI report recommendations.  Kristin is already working with the mayor 
of Coupeville on such an effort with Beach Watcher volunteers.  Betty will probably be 
involved with adapting some of her class materials for the training - assuming this goes 
forward.  She’s looking for a winter or spring startup. 
  
Student grant project:  Mira asked Evelyn to let the group know that she has 
introduced the project to her students and rec’d an enthusiastic response.  “I think this is 
going to be a big hit!”  She still needs to check with Victor Garcia at the high school to 
see if he has launched it.  Re/ V. Garcia - Evelyn passed on to him the errata info on the 
“Swindle” film and also a link to debates on the film sponsored by the Australian 
Broadcasting Co.  The group requested the link, herewith:   
http://youtube.com/watch?v=GeQfD2DNnUQ  
  
Website:  Website construction is still in progress.  Evelyn recently sent Warren our 
calendar through December, pictures from the info-fair, step-it-up march, and July 4 
parade, and our brochure to post.  She asked committees to please look at their pages 
(www.skagitbeattheheat.org) and decide what they want to include. 
  
NEW BUSINESSÉ  
  
Evelyn read an e-mail from Bob Anderson of GEEC (Guemes Energy Efficieny Club) 
who wrote: “ It looks as if our solar fire hall project may soon reach its $40.000 goal. It is 
really progressing and happening, on schedule and within budget, due to lots of 
volunteer hours. We s/have a working solar array on the fire hall by late October.  
Maybe Guemes, via your group, could inspire fire stations in Anacortes???. Would love 
to attend your meetings but I try NOT to use the unwanted evening ferry.” Evelyn asked 
him to let us know how the Guemes fire dept was sold on the idea and just what was 
involved in making it happen – he’s promised to provide details.   



  
Clean Energy Expo in Seattle :  Wren Schultz reported on the Expo he and Mira 
attended at the Seattle Center Pavilion – packed with booths and info ranging from 
biofuels to electric car conversions. 
  
Book request:  Mira (via e-mail) requested suggestions for a novel or compilation of 
short stories to assign her sustainable living class (“something with a story line and 
good sustainability discussion material”).  Some ideas were Eco-topia, The Highest 
Tide, and the new Kingsolver book, Animal, Vegetable, Miracle, not fiction, but still…  
Evelyn will pass these along to Mira, along with a link from Kristi for another possibility. 
  
Solar panels installed: Kathleen mentioned she had 18 panels installed at her place 
and the PSE people were “outstanding” to work with – they “answered every weird 
question I had” and went above and beyond in helping smooth out the installation and 
inspection. 
  
Patti reported on attending the Skagit Valley Permaculture Guild’s workshop on natural 
building techniques which included the construction of a straw bale building. 
  
The Steering Committee met and discussed the following:  A question from one of our 
members prompted the committee to request that, if anyone writes a letter to an official 
or group or the newspaper or whatever, please use your own name and not that of BTH 
unless you’ve first checked with the committee to see if your views reflect the official 
position of the group. 
Secondly, our logo, which an artist on Guemes designed for us for free, has received 
some negative comments within our group and the committee decided to simply let the 
group know that if anyone can provide an alternative, we’d be more than happy to look 
at it.  Until that happens, it was decided to let the logo stand. 
Last, the committee discussed sponsoring a National Issue Forum on Energy.  We 
were contacted and asked if we’d like to host a community forum that would be part of a 
national conversation about energy.  The forum would be facilitated by 2 people highly 
skilled at promoting public discussion and would center around the NIF book titled The 
Energy Problem: Choices for an Uncertain Future.  We would draw other community 
groups into this effort to broaden the dialog.  We’re currently in the process of collecting 
more details before making a decision as to whether we have the time and energy to 
pull something like this together. 
  
Resource Lists have been made up and were provided.  We have a growing list of 
films, books and other materials available for checkout.  The more people using and 
reading our materials, the better! 
  
COMING UPÉ  
  
There are about 9 or 10 people signed up for October’s  global warming class, which 
is about the same as other classes. The college staff expects most people to register 
during the open house, which was held this afternoon.  If anyone is interested in the 
class and has not signed up they should either fill out a registration form available online 
(www.seniorcollege.org).  There is a limit of 25 to 30 people per class.   
  



Sept. 15, Padilla Bay, 1 PM: "Local Impact of Global Warming and Sea Level 
Rise":  UW Professor Eric Steig will speak on predicted local sea level rise resulting 
from global warming.  Dr. Steig is a member of the UW's climate change program.  
WWU's Professor Juliet Crider, an expert on local tectonic rebound, will accompany 
Professor Steig at the presentation. 
What is in store for Padilla Bay?  Will sea levels rise faster than the surrounding land?  
Will changing sea levels compromise habitat restoration efforts such as eelgrass bed 
mitigation projects in Fidalgo Bay?  Will local residents experience increasing levels of 
coastal flooding?  Will surrounding farmland be inundated?  Professors Steig and Crider 
will help shed some light on questions such as these.  RSVP by calling 428-1558 or 
register at www.padillabay.gov. 
  
 Eat Local Potluck:  Sept 16, 6-9, Guemes Community Center. Madrona will host the 
potluck, to include informal talks on seed saving, winter gardening and food security.  It 
is hoped participants will use locally grown and produced ingredients in their potluck 
dishes. (Do the best you can - the most important thing is to come, enjoy and learn!)   
  
Sept 25, 7PM, Library:  Fall Climate Change Lecture Series. The first lecture is by 
Bob Aegerter of the Sierra Club, Cascade Chapter – he’ll be talking about the 2% 
Solution, or what we can do to cut emissions 2% each year for the next 40 years, 
adding up to an 80% cut by 2050.  Please encourage everyone you know to attend!  
We’ve contacted the media and e-mail lists, hung posters, and letters along with 
schedules have gone out to 19 local churches, all council members, planning 
commissioners, port commissioners, Don Munks, Chris Borgen, Mayor Maxwell, and 
Carol Ehlers (county planning commissioner) urging them as community leaders to 
come learn what can be done locally to help slow climate change.  Kristi volunteered to 
also get the series info in the senior center newsletter. 
This lecture series is a good opportunity to pass out information about our work 
and Evelyn encouraged committees to set up displays and have people available to 
answer questions before and after the talks. 
  
Renewable Energy Workshops:  Kathleen passed out flyers about Ian Woofenden’s 
solar energy workshops, to take place on Guemes in October and November.  For 
dates, times, costs please call or e-mail Evelyn. 
  
Sept 27 Movie:  see “Education” report 
  
Committee Reports 
  
Education:  Kristi reported that the Sept movie, The Power of Community: How Cuba 
Survived the Peak Oil Crisis, had about a dozen people and one older man noted at the 
end “I guess I’m going to have to learn to ride a bike again!”  The next movies will be 
September 27, I PM, at the Fidalgo Center:  "ABC News Nightline: Extinction of Species 
and Global Warming” and a 60-Minute special on global warming. 
No films scheduled for Nov or Dec. 
  
Transportation:  Paul noted that at least 2 bike racks have been installed downtown, 
and commented on the lack of bike lanes on both M Ave and 32nd St – both are wide 
enough for lanes and he will call Public Works to look into it further.  Kathleen spoke to 
Whidbey Island Bank and got them to agree to hand “no-idling” brochures to customers 



in the drive-throughs; they were “hooked” by info on noxious gases affecting tellers.  It 
was suggested that others might do this with their own banks – Kristi noted it might help 
to say something like “There is a campaign here in Anacortes to get people to turn off 
their engines – it’s an air quality issue.” 
  
Energy:  Ann and Patti noted the group has been on bit of a “hiatus,” but still intends to 
pursue their energy audit program, probably in the form of a seminar teaching people 
how to conduct their own audits. 
  
Political Action:  Kevin reported that he will make a presentation at the 9/19 meeting of 
SCOG to urge the county to hire a Resource Conservation Mgr.  He has spoken with 
the new conservation manager in Bellingham for details on her position and will share 
them with SCOG.  Evelyn, Diane Canington ,and possibly Holly will accompany Kevin 
and others are welcome to attend as well.  Call Kevin or Evelyn for carpool info. 
  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.  NEXT MEETING:  OCTOBER 
10, 6 PM. 
  
Respectfully submitted, Evelyn Adams 
  
  
  

  
 


